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Display Views: Edit Mode On & Off 
 
There are two different ways to view a Blackboard course site: Edit Mode On and Edit Mode Off. When 
Edit Mode is turned off, it allows you to see the course essentially in the same way it will appear for 
your students. When Edit mode is On, instructors can make edits, add content, and make changes to 
the course.  
 
Follow these step-by-step instructions will explain the differences in the views.    
 

1. Find the Edit Mode button in the top right hand corner of the course site.  

 
 
This is a “student view” of Blackboard as the Edit Mode is off. You can see the view is basically 
how your students will see your course site. However, the Control Panel and the Edit Mode 
options are only available to instructors. These are not available to students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note Control Panel and the Edit 
Mode On/OFF button will always display for 
Instructors. 
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2. Click the Edit Mode button to switch to Edit view to On. 

 
• The Editing options appear. The Action Bar, Action Links, Expand Links cursors and other 

interactive tools are now available for instructors to use to manipulate the appearance and 
content of the course site. 
 

• The Action Bar is located in the Center frame header and here an instructor can add, 
modify, or update course content, etc.  
 

• You can see the Action Links appear to the right of items or buttons. 
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3. The main area that faculty cannot see exactly like students is the My Grades area (faculty use 
the Grade Center).    For reference, here is what a student “My Grades” area looks like.   It 
parallels the order of the columns as they appear right to left in the grade center.      If you 
would like to have access to your course as a student, please contact eLearning & Innovation 
for a “student log-in”.   
 

 
 
 


