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Best Practices: Content Folders and Learning Modules

There are many ways to organize an effective online classroom. Most instructors use Content Folders to
organize content into smaller units that contain the objectives, “To-Do List,” resources, activities and
assessments for each section of the course. There is a Content Type in Blackboard - the Learning Module - that
offers some additional options for how to organize and display content. Each of these organizational methods
has strengths and limitations, and using both in conjunction can often provide the best structure for student
learning. Your choice of Content Folders, Learning Modules, or a mix of both will depend on how you want the
student to experience the content. This document first explains the differences, and then moves on to
recommendations for best uses of these two different organizational structures.

Differences: Content Folders Vs. Learning Modules

Element Content Folders

Learning Modules

External Content Folders are displayed vertically on a
Appearance | page. The Content Folder title appears, and
then any descriptive information displays
directly underneath it. Note the icon.

Learning Modules also display vertically, similar to
a Content Folder. The Learning Module title
appears, and descriptive information will be
displayed underneath it. Note the icon.

l son One - Review of Apple Pie Recipes
felcome to ihe first lesson in Apple Pie Theory. This lesson reviews important concepts in apple
enture in new and exciting topics in this course! Click on the folder name to

A History of Variations on Traditional Apple Pie

Please read through the entries in the Learning Module. The sections are sequential

write a 200 word reflection after each reading

Navigation Content Folders list content vertically.
When Items, URLs and other content are
included, the learner scrolls down the page
to see them. If many Items, URLs, Audio or
Video resources are added, the scrolling can
become excessive. In this case, it may be
helpful to arrange internal resources or
activities in internal Content Folders, or to
add a Learning Module into the Content
Folder in order to better organize the
course. Note the scrolling and the vertical
display.

13005+ Lownan Ome - Rewiew of Apphe Pie Recipes

‘j Lellson One - Review of Apple Pie Recipes

Y jectives - Lesson One
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= BN INGTE0IENts USS 10 D5k A 3ROl DIE

= THDo List-Lesson One

0 i the Agple Pie Rcthy

4. Take the bilef Apple Ple Oulz 1o st your knowiedge

The content in Learning Modules appears in a
paginated fashion. The learner clicks through
pages in a consecutive manner. This makes the
Learning Module a great choice for content that
learners need to experience sequentially. The
Learning Module also automatically contains a
Table of Contents that defaults to the left-hand
side of the Content Area. This is helpful in
demonstrating the internal organization of the
Learning Module. Note the pagination and the

table of contents in the screenshot below.

Edit Maceis: [ | OFF

[21 [Objectives - Lesson One|

[31 To Do List - Lesson One Page1afs
[B1 Tell Us About Yourself
[ Agple Pies on allrecipes.co 2 al

B Annle Pie Activity i : i

Upon successful completion of this lesson, students will be able to

« Intraduce yourselfto your elagsmates,
« Identify ingredients used to bake an apple pie.
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Edit Mode
On

Content Folders display in a very similar
manner when the Edit Mode is on or the
Edit Mode is off. The contents are shown
vertically with the ability to edit, add, and
rearrange the individual Content and Tools.

When Edit Mode is on, the Learning Module will
display as a vertical list with a Table of Contents
on the left-hand side. Each Item, URL, Blank Page,
etc., will appear in a separate area, very similar to
a traditional Content Folder.

Lessons © Lesson One - Review of Apple Pie Recipes

e [

Eﬁ Lesson One - Review of Apple Pie Recipes

@ Add Inferactive Tool ¥ | Assign Texthook [NV SSSSTc T e

C

4 o Introduce yourselfto your classmates

Dbjectives -Lesson One =
non successful compistion of s lessan, students will be able bo:

« 1genifyingredients used 1o bae an zoale pie.
‘0 Do List-Lesson One =

L

1. Posttothe Tell Us About Yoursel™ farum fo insroduse yourself 1 your peers

2. Goto the website allvecipes.com. Taks niotes regarding the diflerentingredients used in various appie pie recipes
3. Parficipate in the Apple Pie Activity o praciics identéing ingredients

4. Take the brief Apple Pis Quiz 1o test your knowledge

S 1 [elUs About Yourself =

AR [ris s an inracuctery forum for your a get o knaw your peers. Be sure o respanc 1o atleast o ainer stuents. See Ihe

fabus forhe grading rubric

1 ,@ ple Pies on allrecipes com s
>

e i Hoduie e =[]

5 4pple Pie Activty

1 Toflo List - Lesson One s
—

Fosttothe *Tel Us About Yourself*forum to introduce yourself to your peers

& websits Take in various apple pie

e in the Agple Fis Activity o prastice ieiifying ingredient,
Takathe brief Apple Pie Ouiz to test yourknoulsdge

1 S0 reflus About Yourselr =
- 1 yo e sure to respond to ataast o other students. See

1 @ Aufle Pies on allrecipes.com =

recipes com

w ths website, take notes of the Inredients used in

Items and

Blank Pages:

Edit Mode
Off

(How a
student will
experience
the course.)

Blank Pages and Items appear differently to

students in a Content Folder than a Learning

Module.

When you add an Item, it displays as a title
with content under it. When you add a

Blank Page, it displays as a link to the page -

just a title with no content under it.

essons » Lesson Three - Relative Apple Pie Theory » Content Folder Example for Internal Organization

@ Content Folder Example for Internal Organization

Example Display of Blank Page

Example Display of Item

Tms ltern demonstrates how an [fim and Blank Page appear to a student identically in a Le
b it oogfthe Blank Page displays as a linked title only.

A Blank Page displays to the student exactly the
same way as an Item displays when in a Learning
Module. It appears as a separate “page” in the
Learning Module.

Blank Page:

essons e mode i [ [ OFF |

Table of Contents.

Page1or2 . @ Example Display of Blank Page

Page 1012

i iank Pagehas e olowing conert. e st i o e arientthe grashic, deo, and b does NOT agpearnhe
i nly - the ke ofthe Blan

i Feisr, ABlank Page can contain igibeafienliplic. ssay AS et o e ol son
Ina Learing Modue, i

o o

s Blarik Page has a graphic.

s Losson ey cotmosers [ OFF |

N

Page20r2

“| Example Display of item

[ et tacahaton Kt s i P s 18 staedastcaly ) S Lasiir Mot trets e
contersFolce wn th
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Items and

Blank Pages:

Edit Mode
On

In Edit Mode On a Content Folder shows
Items and Blank Pages is similar to when
Edit Mode is off.

Lessons » Lesson Thres - Relative Appis Fie Theory » Content Folder Example for Internal Organization

E‘] Content Folder Example for Internal Organization

Build Content ¥ § Create Assessment ¥ | Add Interactive Tool ¥/ § Assign Textbook ¥

1 B Example Display of Blank Page

Example Display of Item

k Page appear to a student identically in a Learr

In Edit Mode On a Learning Module displays Items
and Blank Pages in a similar fashion to the
Content Folder. The content appears in a vertical
display, but with an added Table of Contents on
the left-hand side to demonstrate where within
the lesson the contents are.

cotosor: [NTN |

|| Learning Module

511 Comen | Crone momment | e mracve ot

for Internal

Orscover Content %4

L Example Display of Blank Page &
-

Example Display of Item -
his tem 1em

Length of
Content

A Content Folder can hold many different

resources, activities, and assessments.

Ifa

unit of instruction has a many resources,
activities, and assessments, it is a good idea

to either combine like elements into internal

Content Folders, or to create a Learning
Module within a Content Folder for a
specific instructional purpose.

EAKE10 - fpple Fie Theory

COURSE MANAGEMENT

 Content Collaction

© Gause Taols

* Evaluation

© Grade Genter »
 Users and Groups

* Gustomization

* Packages and Utiities
Help

Lessons + Lessan One - Review of Apple Fie Recipes

——

Lesson One - Review of Apple Pie Recipes

Objectives - Lesson One
Upon suscessful completion of this lesson, students will be able to.
© Infroduce yourssIf to your ol assmates.

* ldantify ingradients used to baks an zpple pis.

To Do List - Lesson One

1. Pastiothe "Tell Us About Yourself" farum to introduce yourself ta your
2. Goto the website allrecipes com.  Take notes 1zgarding the difizient |
2. Participate inthe Apple Pie Activity to practics identifying ingredients,

4. Takethe brisf Apple Pie Buiz to test your knowledge
Tell Us About Yourself
This is an introdustory forum for your to gatto know your peers, Be sure o resp

Apple Pies on alliecipes.com

allrecipes.com

Thiz website cantaing a basic racipe far apple pie. When you view this wabsite

Apple Pie Activity

#ttached Files: 3 Click here to begin the

Je Pis fotivity (D740 KB)

Individual contents of a Learning Module can also
be lengthy. For instance, if an Item or Blank Page
is added, that resource can have as much content
as necessary, including lengthy text, graphics,
embedded video, internal links, etc. Because
Learning Modules display with pagination and a
table of contents, it is a best practice to limit the
length of the content on any individual page to
prevent a student from both paginating forward
and scrolling downward.

Lessans - Lesson One as a Learning Module:

Ecit Mo is:

Table of Contents

EE Objectives - Lesson One

[ [obiectives - Lesson One

[3) To Do List- Lessan One

[B) Tell Us Anout vourselr

[2) Auple Pies on alirecipes.com
[ Apple Pie Activity

< Pagelofs >

Upan successful campletion ofthis lessan, students will be able to

« Introduce yoUrselfto your classmates
« Identify ingredients used to bake an apple pie
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Use a Content Folder for:
Distinct “units” of content that begin with objectives and a “To-Do List.”
Units of content that do not require sequential experiences.

Units of content that contain resources, activities, and assessments with 8 or fewer elements in each

folder

Content Folders and Learning Modules

Smaller segments of like elements within a given Content Folder (if the larger Content Folder has 8 or
more elements in it.) For example, a Content Folder might contain several internal Content Folders —
one for resources which would house all the resources, one for activities which would house all the

interactive activities, one for assessments, etc.

Use a Learning Module for:
Units of content that require sequential experiences.

Content best displayed by being “tied together” in a visual manner.
Content with many levels in which the table of contents would be helpful for students to keep track of
their location in the learning activity.

Content Folders and Learning Modules can be effectively used together for the best student experience.

=L R

Lessons > Lesson Three - Relative Apple Pie Theory Edit Mode is: OFF

E} Lesson Three - Relative Apple Pie Theory

Lesson Three - Objectives
Upaon successful completion of Lesson Three, students will be able to:

# Define the theorny of relative apple pie baking

@ Lesson Three - To Do

1.

Read Ch 3 in testhook

. Researchwab sources about Relative Apple Pie theary

Fostyour research definitions to the Define Theary of Apple Pie Baking forum

. Take an Relative Apple Pie theory guiz

Learning Module Example for Internal Organization

Thig Learning Module containg exarnples of different types of content and tools for the purposes of Best Practices
docurmentation. How content and toals display in & Learing Module is different than in a Content Folder.

Content Folder Example for Internal Organization

This folder contains examples of different types of content and tools far the purposes of Best Practices documentation. This
Learning Module containg examples of different types of content and tools for the purposes of Best Practices docurnentation.
How content and tools display in a Content Folder is different than in a Learning Module.
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